
Happenings at
the Academy!
First Semester Highlights and Updates!

Project Highlights!

American Studies: Six Word Memoir
Freshman students begin the six-word memoir project by reading and
analyzing Ernest Hemingway's famous six word story: For sale: baby
shoes, never worn. Students are tasked with the idea that every person
has a story to tell. They are challenged to come up with three six-word
memoirs of their own, and present all three in a group multi-modal
presentation that illustrates the work from every group member. View
one here. One life. Six words. What's yours?

Chemistry: Who Killed Myra Mains?
Student teams were required to follow the scienti�c method in handling
the evidence of a murder. They were also required to rule out two (out of
the three) suspects through the interview process. Their project
presentation and report included each of the following: 1) The physical
and chemical properties of the chemical substances involved; 2) The
type of test used to identify the substances, and 3) The speci�c
identi�cation of each substance as either pure or a mixture. They were then also required to complete
the chemical classi�cation process and explain how their investigation affected the team's �nal
analysis.

Integrated Chemistry and Physics (ICP):
The Boy and the Bottle
Teams of students were required to respond to an emergency scenario
involving an unresponsive child. This child has had seizures and appears
to be dehydrated, and his symptoms include irregular breathing. There are large bruises visible on his
arms and chest. Poisoning, either intentional or accidental, is suspected by the ER doctor, and the
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boy's baby bottle is sent to the lab, where students are required to analyze the contents and develop a
scienti�c diagnosis.

Creative Writing: Community of Writers
Creative Writing students share their manuscripts with the entire class.
Then, during a full class period round table discussion, each student
receives detailed feedback on their story. The writer is asked to remain
silent while the other students offer insights, make suggestions, and ask
thoughtful questions pertaining to the manuscript that they're focusing on that day. This class is
taught with an emphasis on the community of writers. 

Spanish II: El Dia de los Muertos (Day of
the Dead)
Students in señor Schlup’s Spanish II class are honoring loved ones and
celebrities who have passed on. After watching the movie Coco (2017)
to start the project, they are creating ofrendas--offerings--decorated
with symbols important to these people to honor them. The class has also learned the preterite past
tense and is writing a biography to honor the chosen subject.

Game On Advisory: Student-Driven
Opportunities
Game On Advisory came from the Positive In�uence Campaign project in
American Studies where students students were assigned to create a
campaign using the school norms (Trust, Respect, Responsibility). The
objective is for students to meet and socialize with new people while also
playing a fun game. Students are divided into groups with people from other grades in order to
become acclimated to working with students from a variety of classes. Each group decides on a game
of their choice from a wide selection of board games, card games, and Kahoot. Students are
purposefully placed into groups with unfamiliar peers in order to develop social skills and increase a
sense of connection in the overall school environment.

Student Spotlight on Richelle Elkes!

Sophomore student Richelle Elkes �nds it ironic that she was nominated by one of her teachers as our
Student Spotlight. When she was younger, she could not have cared less about school, she says.
However, in the fourth grade, Richelle earned her �rst A and has been addicted to earning at least a
ninety percent from that point on. She feels lucky to have had supportive teachers who have willingly
helped her during times of struggle. Richelle has practiced Martial Arts for seven years, and it has
helped her develop as a student and as a person. Through Martial Arts, she has attained self-
discipline, leadership skills, respectfulness, and perseverance. She is proud of her strong beliefs and
her ability to stand up for them. In the future, Richelle hopes to continue learning, growing, and striving
to better herself every day.
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Internship Spotlight on Noah Marcum at
Sew & So's!
Every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, Noah interns under Mr. Jallow,
the owner of Sew & So's Alterations, a locally owned tailoring shop.
Noah, who hopes to become a professional clothing designer and tailor,
owns three sewing machines and continues to design and alter many
different types of clothing items. After Noah demonstrated his sewing
capabilities, Mr. Jallow put him right to work on various alteration jobs at
his shop.

Spotlight on Academy Chess Club!

Chess Club is a wonderful opportunity for students to learn the basics
and principles of Chess. Everyone is welcome at Chess Club, whether
they would like to learn, or are already a skilled player. Chess Club meets
during Symposium and occasionally during lunch. Look for our
upcoming events: Night of Chess will be in December and the Academy
Chess Tournament will take place during April. Please contact Mr. Turner
for more information on these events.

Business Professionals of America (BPA) Pumpkin Wars
Fundraiser!

The Pumpkin Wars is a school wide event hosted by BPA where each
advisory is provided with a single pumpkin that they get to decorate in
any way they wish. The advisory may use paint, stickers or any materials
available to make their pumpkins look as good as possible. They will then
turn those pumpkins over The Academy’s BPA Chapter, where they will
open and maintain the voting for each advisory’s pumpkin. The goal of
each advisory is to raise the largest amount of money so that their
pumpkin wins the competition. All proceeds will be donated to Special Olympics.
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Academy Art Club Fall Schedule!

After School on Wednesdays from 2:40 to 4:
11/6 Art Business TBA
11/13 Open Studio
11/20 Felting
12/4 Illustrator Visit TBA
12/11 Art Show Prep
12/18 Gingerbread Houses

Symposium Tuesdays:
11/5 Open Studio
11/12 Open Studio
11/19 Felting
12/3 Cartooning
12/10 Art Show Prep
12/17 Gingerbread House Sign Up 
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